BAYSTATE ORGANIC CERTIFERS BUFFER REDUCTION FORM

You must maintain at least a 50 foot buffer between your organic fields and any non-organically managed land or unmanaged land, or prove to the satisfaction of Baystate Organic Certifiers that there is no contamination of your certified crops with prohibited substances from non-organic land or production.  This 50 foot buffer can be reduced or increased by decision of Baystate Organic Certifiers.  Buffers can be reduced for any one of the following reasons. 

1. The abutting land is clearly unmanaged pasture, field, or lawn.

2. A physical barrier such as a solid fence, hedgerow, or tall annual crop exists between the non-organic and organic growing areas.  

3. The only pesticides, herbicides, or fungicides used on the non-organically managed land are allowed under the National Organic standards and there is no reason to expect movement of fertilizers in surface water from field to field.  

4. Prohibited pesticides, herbicides, fungicides or fertilizers that are used on the non-organically managed fields or lawn are applied in such a manner as to produce minimal risk of drift.  An example would be a soil-applied granular pesticide, a granular incorporated herbicide or pesticide, or a soil applied pesticide drench or liquid herbicide that is applied with large volumes of water and a nozzle design that produces large droplet size.

5. Prohibited pesticides, herbicides, fungicides, or fertilizers used on the non-organically managed fields or lawn are applied at a time of the season when the organic crop is either not in the ground or has no marketable above ground parts present.  The application is made with careful attention to weather conditions and equipment design so as to minimize the risk of drift.

Fill out the following table for all buffers you want reduced.  For any buffer reduction for reason #3, 4, or 5 you must also submit an Abutter Form signed by the owner or manager of the neighboring field or lawn.  For lawns, you only need to submit the Abutter Form once, unless management of the property changes.  For crop land, you must submit the Abutter Form every year.  You do not need to submit an Abutter Form if you manage the abutting property.  Use additional sheets if necessary.
	Field Name
	Describe Type of Abutting Land and Buffer (Ex.  Lawn with Hedgerow)
	Buffer Reduction Requested  (down to 10 feet, 20 feet, 30 feet)
	Organic Crop
	Planting Date(s) and Dates crop will be in field

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


BAYSTATE ORGANIC CERTIFIERS

ABUTTER FORM

Name of Neighbor_________________________________________________


Address____________________________________________________________________________________________Phone #______________________

Check the one that applies:

__I verify that the following fields/areas under my management have had no synthetic fertilizers, herbicides or insecticides applied in the last 12 months.   I have no plans to use these synthetic products on these fields in the future 12 months.  In the event that I do use any synthetic fertilizers, herbicides or insecticides, I will inform:____________________  of my plans.   
__I verify that the following fields/areas under my management have had prohibited pesticides, herbicides or fungicides applied in such a manner as to minimize the risk of drift to the neighboring organic fields and/or applied at a time of the season when the organic crop is either not in the ground or has no marketable above ground parts.  

List all substances applied, the method of application and the date(s) of application.
	Name and Type of Material
	Method of Application
	Equipment Used for Application 
	Date of Application

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Specific Field Identification: 

Organic field ID #

Neighbor’s field identification

_____________________
__________________________________
_____________________
__________________________________

_____________________
__________________________________

_____________________
__________________________________

I verify that the above information is true and accurate.  




__________________________________ 
__________________


Signature of Neighbor




Date Signed


